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Next steps revealed in

BY JOSHUA MALONI
6M/Managing Editor

Plans are in place for the bandshell in
Academy Park to move from the north-
west corner of Center Street and Portage
Road to the southwest end across from Sy-
ros Restaurant and Warren’s Village Hard-
ware at Portage Road and Cayuga Street.
The stage will face the field.

Mayor Anne Welch updated the Historic
Preservation Commission and the Planning
Board during Tuesday’s monthly meetings.
She said Tops owner Anthony DiMino will
finance this project, which is expected to
happen before the end of the year to take
advantage of the harder ground.

“When we looked at the master plan
for Academy Park ... we wanted to move
the bandshell into a better location, so it
services the whole park,” Welch said. “We
came up with the idea to move it into that
corner.”

HPC alternate board member David
Giusiana of Giusiana Architects presented
drawings for the bandshell, which will sit
ground level — no more risers — and be
expanded to accommodate greater back-
stage needs. The stage itself also is longer,
and a new overhang is shown on Giusi-

Academy Park makeover

Renderings by Giusiana Architects, courtesy of the Village of Lewiston

ana’s renderings.

DiMino originally paid for the band-
shell, which was dedicated to his late fa-
ther, Alphonse.

He did not attend either meeting, nor
did he respond to a request for comment.

“At his cost, he’s going to move the
bandshell,” Welch said. “We’re hoping to
get it done this fall, before it gets too bad
(outside). Because in the spring we’d have
to wait so long because the ground will be
wet from spring. It’s probably better to do
it now than to wait.”

Giusiana agreed.

“It’'s going to be physically picked up
and pulled across the park, and that’s not
going to work well in the spring,” he said.

“This is at great expense to Anthony Di-
Mino,” Welch said. “It’s going to cost him
quite a bit to do that for us. We appreciate
his willingness to do this.”

Most notably, the Kiwanis Club of Lew-
iston uses the bandshell each Septem-
ber during the Peach Festival weekend.
Dance schools, musicians, competitive
eaters and Peach Queen pageant contes-
tants all have on-stage events during the
four-day fundraiser.

SEE WHAT TO DO, continued on Page 19

Niagara Wheatfield alumni Gary Strenkoski, left, and Dan Wendt line up on the spiffy new
field. (Photo credit: Dan Wendt)

NW’s new athletic field stirs
Falcon pride for a pair of alumni

n?

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

Recently, Niagara Wheat-
field High School celebrat-
ed the completion of its new
multipurpose athletic field.
The project, which was es-
timated to cost $7.6 million,
included an all-new syn-
thetic turf field and is able
to accommodate football,
baseball, softball, lacrosse,
soccer and field hockey.
The project also included
new bleachers (able to seat
2,000 home and 500 away
fans), scoreboards, lights,
fencing and backstops.

Additionally, renovations and repairs
were done to various features of the exist-
ing athletic field, including leveling and
resodding of the old field, repairing and
replacing the running track, and other
remediations to better accommodate shot
put, pole vaulting and other track and field
events.

The athletic renovations were just one
piece in a number of capital projects for
the district totaling $30 million. Other
capital projects, some of which are set to
begin this summer, include extensive pav-
ing at the middle and high schools, roof-

Photo courtesy of NWCSD

ing work at Colonial Village Elementary,
and numerous repairs and replacements
to school HVAC systems.

It also includes Smart Schools projects
that will implement safety upgrades in-
cluding new security camera and automat-
ed lockdown systems.

Niagara Wheatfield School Superinten-
dent Daniel Ljiljanich was excited to talk
about the project and discussed some of
the problems that the new amenities will
solve. Among the biggest benefits he
mentioned: the new field will allow both
baseball and softball games to be played at

SEE PROUD, continued on Page 9

all grades K-6

Hybrid Instruction

« Students will attend school in person 2 days a week
(Monday/Tuesday or Thursday/Friday)

* Bussing Provided
* Free breakfast and lunch served daily

Accepting applications for

* School day is from 8:5

——
NIAGARA

Charter School

Both instructional methods will offer:

¢ 1:1 devices coming soon!

learners at every level

» One Chromebook computer per family to use for instruction a
i i * On days when students are home,

teachers are providing students with recorded video lessons, small group
live instruction for reading and math, and differentiated resources for
* Social emotional programs incorporated daily

NiagaraCharterSchool.org

* At home instruction is offered 5 days a week  { “H¥
* Interactive and engaging online lessons oy

* Multiple forms of communication available for daily
check-ins with teachers.

Apply today

Virtual Instruction

* Flexible scheduling
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to Insure Your Home, Auto,
Life & Business Today.
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Frank Ventry
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